Robert Owens was a tremendous human being!

All of us that had the pleasure of working with him will never forget him for the rest of our lives. He touched us all in his own unique way. His sharp wit and friendly personality was consistently on show

There are so many stories that can be told about Robert. He was quite a character.

Robert was a man of very high morals, never a man for material trappings, his values were much higher than that.

From the first day Robert came into Data Solutions in May ’99 Robert displayed his sharp wit and deeply held moral values consistently (on a daily basis) right up to his untimely death.

Robert did not seek attention or respect, he earned it! By golly was Robert respected!

Robert earned respect because he was a good man. He set the standard in so many aspects of his life that marks him out as a special human being.

Robert’s work ethics were second to none. He would be one of the first to arrive in the morning and usually the last to leave in the evenings.

Robert was a very generous man who was always donating substantial amounts of time and monies to charities.

Robert was also very generous in giving his time to his work colleagues. I for one availed of this generosity on many occasions. Robert never stopped giving.

It is very rare in life that you meet someone who would have the strength of character and personality to live by the high moral rules they set themselves. Robert was that person! It was, for me, a great pleasure to have known him and I can only hope to emulate this great man. 

Finally, I have three children and if my children grow up and show the moral values that Robert possessed I will be a very proud Dad indeed.

Contributed by: 



Michael O’Hara   6th Jan 2005



(Managing Director)

A Private man with a generous heart

He will be greatly missed.

. . . Marcus Seigne

It is said that few things in life are certain – death and taxes if Mark Twain is to be believed. For those of us who were fortunate, no blessed, to have known Robert, one thing was certain – HIM!

He touched each and every one of us in a deep and special way. Robert must have solved a thousand issues for his friends, - for we were not just colleagues, friends – some small, some not so small. Never once was he found wanting, never once did he fail to find the answer.

Yet, though Robert had a giant intellect, he had no similar sized ego. In fact he had NO ego at all. Only Robert could have helped so many of us, so often, and make us feel like we were doing HIM a favour!

Words like; kind, gentle, modest, understanding, brilliant – fail miserably to do justice to Robert. To each of us he was our GREAT NORTH STAR, ALWAYS THERE, ALWAYS GREAT, showing us the way.

A bright light has gone out in our hearts today.

I hope Robert is at Peace

. . . John E. Mullen

Although I only worked with Robert for six months, during this small period of time I felt like I had been given something special.

Robert was a unique individual with an unrivalled wit, intellect and humour.

Regularly I would misinterpret Robert’s unique character and mannerisms. I often found myself frustrated at my inability to compete with Robert on an intellectual level. I would say there are few people with such ability. This is a great testament to him.

Memories that I have of Robert are of him without fail, always praising me for my achievements in work, even if such achievements were gained under his guidance. I always received a “Well Done”, or a “Good Work” from him.

Robert wanted what was best for his staff. Many times I would be working on a project of which I needed help with. As usual, Robert was the best person to ask. Robert would never give me the full answer but would give me enough information to bring out the best in my abilities which would then enable me to solve the problem myself.

At the time I would think this was rather cruel. But only later, at the end of the day would I look back and see the genius of Robert Owens and his great ability to get the best from people and then make them feel good for it.

He would never take the credit himself.

These qualities will be remembered by me forever and I hope one day to emulate them.

It was an incredibly interesting experience working with you Robert – Thank you.

Rest In Peace.

. . . Kieran Attenborough

I only knew Robert for 3 months but already on the 1st week I thought of him as such a kind man with humour.  It was always so nice to talk to him and the days he was not in the office, I missed him because he was such a laugh!

Always helpful and he knew his stuff.

It is so sad knowing we’re not going to see him again but will always remember him as such a kind person, down to earth.

Robert, you will be missed . . .

Rest in peace.

. . . Nelly Rengel

                    11. 01 . 2005-02-22

07/01/2005 (Angela Scott Payne)

Robert and I started in Data Solutions in 1999.

I’m the company’s cleaning lady. Even though I only met up with Robert on Fridays, he made a huge impact on me. Robert was the most private man I ever knew. He was so friendly, helpful, witty.

He had the best sarcastic one-liners ever. The most used phrase in Data Solutions was; “Ask Robert”.

Robert was so clever. He was bordering on genius but he never blew his own trumpet – quite the opposite.

I know there are questions that need answering in NASA right now. If only they could as Robert.

Even though Robert was a private man he spoke to me on occasion about his nieces and nephews. He thought so highly of all of them. He loved and missed his Mother so much.

I’m not sure how to end this . . .

I know – I’ll “Ask Robert”

Miss you loads Robert

                   Love Angela

Robert was a good friend who I looked up to for the five years that I knew him. 

He was such a sweet, generous and modest man who always had a warm, positive attitude about him.

I expected him to be no other way. With his heavy workload and responsibilities, he would make time for me if I had a problem to be solved. His selfless mannerisms are unique. I learnt a lot from him, both professionally and personally.

I count myself extremely lucky to have been given the time that I had with him.

I will miss you terribly.

You will always be in my heart Robert.

. . . Sinead Redican

                          9th January 2005

To the family and relatives of Mr Robert Owens

It is with the deepest sympathy that I would like to express my condolences for your tragic loss.

Robert was a great man and a great colleague. I worked with Robert for four and a half years and for this I am thankful as it is rare that you meet such a genuine gentleman.

I always found Robert to be generous and helpful with his time. His sense of humour was unrivalled and I can honestly say he used it a lot. Every single time I spoke to Robert I walked away with a smile on my face.

He was unique. Robert was only ever nice to his colleagues. Everyone here agrees he was one in a million. I will only have happy and pleasant memories of him.

I am honoured to have worked with him.

I hope the above lines give you some sense of how much he will be missed. He is irreplaceable.


Sincerely,



Niall Culmore.

It has been an absolute honour to have known Robert over the past few years. During that time he has been my right-hand man and I haven’t yet come to terms with what I am going to do without him.

He can never be replaced and will always be remembered fondly and missed terribly.

It’s very difficult to write about him in the past tense. I really miss our regular chats about work, cars, technology and life in general. Robert was always a reliable sounding board for any issue or problem.

He had a unique ability to break any problem down to basics and to find a practical solution.

Robert was a solid rock that everyone could depend on. You could rely on him completely. He was always willing to help anyone, regardless of his own workload and showed endless patience when dealing with either customers or colleagues.

When my time comes, I can only hope to be remembered as fondly as we all remember Robert – no man could expect more.

I deem myself extremely blessed to have known and worked with Robert. I have learned a lot from him. I only wish I had his strength of character and abilities to put it to best use.

Rest in peace Robert. You’ll always be missed.

. . . Francis O’Haire (Technical Director)

I only knew Robert for a short time. But his impact on me was one of a person who had a sharp sense of humour, an interest and helpfulness that surpassed most others. He will be deeply missed by all who knew him.

May he Rest in Peaace

. . . Emmet Lyons             14/02/05

It was a pleasure to have known Robert. No matter what computer problem I had, Robert had the answer. He will be sincerely missed.


. . . Claire Flood.

To Robert,

It’s hard to put into words what I thought of you and how wonderful you are. We had great laughs, long talks, even longer moans (on my part anyway!) and you were never too busy or preoccupied for any of them.

I will carry them thoughts with me for the rest of my life.

You’re lucky when you find people as genuine and good-hearted as you and I think myself very lucky to count you as a true friend, one that will be sorely missed. I hope wherever you are, you’re not feeling lonely, and if ever you are, throw your eyes in my direction. 

I would be very lucky to have someone like you to look over me.

You’ll be missed forever,



Michelle Acton

Jason O’Hanlon worked with Robert for over 4 years.

I actually took over Robert’s original job in the warehouse.

In the first few days of working with Robert I didn’t know what way to take him. His dramatic wit and unrivalled jibes always got me. Only later did I realise that Robert was an amazing person with a huge thirst for knowledge and great modesty.

Robert showed me how to pack boxes on those first days . . . This shows that Robert was not a man of airs and graces but a people person, a person who would always look out for other people, a man who was never short of an inspiring comment or whimsical remark to get you through the day.

Robert fixed my PC countless times. He fixed my girlfriend’s laptop countless times. For this he asked for nothing. It is rare in these times to meet a man with no agenda, no angle, just a sincere heart.

I promised myself that I would keep this short. Robert probably wouldn’t approve of all this soppiness! If I was to list all the times Robert got me “out of a hole” or helped fix something that I broke then I would fill up this book. 

It’s been a month since Robert died and I still look up to where Robert use to work and think of him looking down on us shaking his head. [Robert’s office overlooked Jason’s department] I can’t help but think he is still doing that now.

Simply put; Robert’s humanity was an inspiration – No ifs – No buts.

I have many happy memories.

That is his legacy to me . .

.  . . Jason


11th Feb.

---- Robert Maher 

The only way I know how to write this is to address you – Robert  - directly.

I hope you realise I have to slag Dave by myself now, and it’s not nearly as much fun!

Not to mention that I used to ring into the office whenever I was out on site and talk with you for an hour or so – or else I would be ringing in to get you to dig me out of a hole. Now who else is going to talk me out of quitting every Monday morning?

The people in the office are realising now how much you did here but I remember that if I wanted anything from a CD, to – which DVD command is the best – and then even – how bad traffic is on the M50.

Who else will I text at 8PM to tell them there is still a tail-back on the Red Cow roundabout?

You are the only north-sider that worked here! Now I have to put up with all these south-siders by myself.

I’m looking back over what I wrote and it all looks so small and short. I could fill this book with just our list of slags and jokes! (especially for Dave!)

This place has changed completely without you here. I, like everyone else, miss you a lot – I talked to you more often than I do my family.

The last time we talked we were making jokes and that’s the way I will remember you.


Take care my friend.           


----- Gail O’Toole – 15/02/05

When I think of the phrase “a scholar and a gentleman” I always thought of you.

You were wiser and more knowledgeable than any scholar and more thoughtful and kinder than any gentleman. There was never a day when I didn’t think that about you.

 I consider myself lucky to have worked with you and become a friend of yours. If there were more people like you in this world it would be a much happier place.


. . . Gail O’Toole

· - - Georgina Devitt  - 15/2/05

Robert Owens is greatly missed in the tech department. To me, he was a tough but fair mentor. He always knew the answer and always had time for the question.

Robert was great craic, had a sharp wit and was the kind of man you could talk to about everything and anything ranging from technical to personal. 

Robert was a kind and caring man. I have great respect for him and miss him every day in the office. Robert was always in the office and relied upon by everyone. I miss him and pray for him.

Rest in Peace.


. . . Georgina Devitt

