Notes on and suggestions for using the  “Moy Monkey’s Lessons For Life” Album
It’s Popularity
While very simple, even basic in its compositions and production, this album’s potential should not be underestimated. From around the globe, parents (of children from toddlers to eight year old) have written to say how much their children enjoy this album. Whether it’s listened to in the car, or after mum/teacher has explained something, or while playing at home, or even as part of winding down for bedtime; when first produced as a tape this was worn out in tape machines from constant playing. And repeat orders were often sought on this account. 
How To Use This Album

This album cannot and does not attempt to replace a good teacher for these subjects. Indeed it is meant to be an aid to the teacher/parent. In most circumstances the songs will be played as perhaps an introduction to a subject, or in the middle of a discussion to keep interest, or at the end of the topic to bring things home and as an aid to remembering things. The children leave the lesson with the main points literally ringing in their ears.
The tape has different songs aimed at a broad range of primary school ages from those learning their ABCs to those old enough to cross the Road. But used with some thought and preparation these songs can be very effective in helping children to learn and making learning fun too. For those too young to understand some of the subjects, it acts well as a primer. 
Music is a great way to keep children’s attention. So breaking up a subject or introducing it with music can be very effective and many children really look forward to the topic on account of getting to hear or sing along with the songs.

While aimed at different age groups you will be surprised how you might use these songs to good effect with a bit of imagination on your part. You will notice also that some of the songs include different subjects in the one song. For example while learning the ABCs children can learn a little about different places around the Globe (The Earth-wide Alphabet). Eventually the children really look forward to hearing the song over and listen intently to the different places mentioned. With a different place discussed each time you can see that this can make geography more lively and fun.
Some Suggested Activities.

Soon, if time permits, I hope to have an activity book available online to be downloaded and used with the CD. I’m sure many around the globe will be using these songs in different ways. However, here are just a few suggestions.
Song 1: Crossing the road. Role playing can easily be done here even in a garden with ropes marking out a road and children playing the part of cars going along the road. Simple boxes can make up parked cars and a couple of children act out the lyrics as they sing the song. Discussion would include what IS and IS NOT a safe place to cross and WHY, as well as wearing bright clothing on dark mornings and using their ears as well as their eyes. Again this song is meant to reinforce the proper teaching already given to the child/ren. Please note: This song was written primarily for the UK and the words are almost exactly as in the UK ‘green cross code’. However the same principles apply everywhere. Each country has it’s own laws regarding where someone may cross the road and how old a child has to be before crossing unattended.) 
Song Two: The importance of speaking clearly; well thought out questions will help the children to listen to this song and get the main points. For instance, before you play the song you could ask – what is Moy Monkey’s friend’s name? And later; Why was he called Mumbles? Why did his mum get upset? If the age is appropriate you can also talk about vowels and consonants etc.  But the basic message of even opening your mouth wide and speaking loud enough is a very good lesson to get across.
Song Three: Having discussed talking, this song now considers the importance of LISTENING. You’ll notice there are lessons in this song that show there is more to listening than hearing (which is a discussion in itself). It shows that to prove you’ve listened, you must have obeyed. So from the basic ‘learning nothing in school because of not paying attention’ to the serious subject of talking to strangers when told not to, you can see there is a lot of room for discussion in this song. (one five year old, after first hearing this going to bed, told me the next morning about the boy who played with matches – he really got the message and told me he would never do that – why? - he’d lose all his toys in the fire ( - so it works; it makes even young minds think.)
Song Four: Now you may feel it’s a brave thing to try to put this subject into song! But in fact this is a very effective song for this subject. The main definition is repeated in each refrain and it has an upbeat fun and jazzy feel to it that keeps their attention. I believe this subject can be included even for children not old enough to be learning this in maths (indeed by the time they’re learning it in maths they might not be inclined to sing it!). So don’t think you’re kids are too young. At the beginning it will just be a fun nursery rhyme to them but later the penny will drop sooner than had they not had this musical introduction. Now here’s a suggestion that I think works very well for this song and even the preparation for the song can be fun for the kids as they get to paint cakes and cut them to size etc. 
Prepare four tables (they can even be pretend tables –table napkins on the floor). Sitting at the first table is one child and on the table is a Cake (a paper plate painted like a cake) already cut exactly in half but put together as though it is a whole (if you want to be elaborate you can put not-so-sticky tape underneath to hold them together until the ‘cut’). Also on the table is a knife (a cardboard cut-out – not a real knife)
Sitting at the second table are two children ( and a ‘cake’ cut EXACTLY into thirds) and sitting at the third table are four (and a ‘cake’ cut into quarters). Sitting at the forth table are 9 children again with a cake cut exactly into tenths (don’t worry if you’ve not enough children – use teddy bears and dolls) The singer (narrator) will dress as a granny.
In the first verse the singer sits at the first table and acts out the first verse talking about granny and then pretends to ‘cut’ the cake into two – then the singer and the child pull it apart, at the appropriate ‘and she gave a half to me and then she gave a half to you’ lyric being sung. each keeping their piece in their hand
During the chorus the two of them dance around the table waving their piece of cake in the air -  with everyone singing  - “That’s fractions yeah yeah yeah” – and finally when they say “equal pieces of a whole” they put their parts of the cake back together on the table. 

In the second verse the singer goes to the next table and does the same and so on. Initially the teacher may have to be the ‘singer’ but eventually a different child could go to the next table and be the singer for that verse.
Song Five: This song is all about the environment and will support any discussion from antilitter to recycling. Again appropriate questions can highlight the different aspects raised in the song. Emphasis should be put on the responsibility of the individual, and how the whole community is affected by the actions of individuals. With older children ethical issues might be raised and rationalisations such as ‘We need to litter so the man cleaning the road has a job’

Song Six: The Play-wise Safety Code; The chorus of this song is an almost word for word account of a code produced by the Royal Society for Prevention of Accidents in the UK. The lyrics spell out the code and discussion will help children to think about what they are doing etc.

Song Seven: Saying NO to drugs (cigarettes) Role play is perhaps the best way to use this song or even better; using the song like it’s in a musical. After an introductory few lines of a child being offered a cigarette, having someone singing the song to him/her while the child contemplates his/her decision. And all the children can sing along in the repeated chorus. Of course basic discussion on the meaning of the word “vice” and what that entails would be appropriate for younger ones. Hopefully this song will ring in their head when faced with the real situation. Sadly, our children are being exposed to more serious substances at an earlier age too and this song might afford an opportunity to have an honest discussion about the dangers involved.

Song Eight: It’s About Time; Obviously making a clock with a paper plate and simple numbers and hands etc will work well here. Even making up boxes each with a day name in it and a number above it will put a picture to the lyrics. Again this is a song I believe will work even for children not yet able to grasp the subject – later the penny will drop sooner.
Song Nine: Learning to Read; I don’t think you’ll have a problem chatting about this song. This can be particularly good for the child who finds reading a challenge. Not just about reading though, this song is trying to show how WONDERFUL learning is – finding something a child is interested in and helping them to see that reading is the key to all that knowledge – So let’s start learning to read. 

Song Ten: The Earth-wide Alphabet: Another song which will be fun for children to hear and sing even before they know what it’s about but very useful when they are trying to get a handle on the alphabet and introducing them to other parts of the globe. Using large letters appropriately spaced on the floor (with gaps where the gaps are in the song) can be a great aid to the children getting a handle on this. Also a simple question like; ‘Do you know where your country is on this Globe?’ can start a discussion around where we are in the larger picture of earth. In fact ANY time a country is mentioned can be a link into singing this song and looking the place up on the map. And discussions can be had around the customs of other places etc. Then the song takes on extra meaning as the child thinks about all the different places and people around the globe. Even introducing children to the CONCEPT of maps can be challenging and this song can ease them into the topic.
Song Eleven:  A good song for teacher to have a rest (. Just have the children rest their head on their folded arms and listen to this song – a good lullaby for bedtime too. But it also offers the opportunity for parents to reassure their children that they will always be there to take care of them, and that they are wanted and loved. 

--------------------oooOOOooo---------------------
We are always interested to hear how this music is being used and what activities you might have come up with yourself. So please send us an email – perhaps we can pass on your tips to help others also. 

Email: bvowens@hotmail.com   Website: www.BibleSongs.co.uk
